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LUCI background and approach

• Started in 2015 as Friends of 
Dwyers Scrub (FoDS)

• The health of the park depends 
on enhancing and restoring 
natural connections in the 
landscape

• Connectivity conservation -  
connect and conserve       LUCI
– Partner in the Great Eastern 

Ranges Initiative   



LUCI landscape– part of a larger ecological network



Connecting landholders and landscape via 
flagship species and projects 



LUCI landscape – core koala habitat



Koala presence in the Lockyer Valley

• WildNet records 
contributed by 
various 
groups/individuals

• Opportunistic and 
survey records

• Lockyer Uplands - 
indicative but not 
representative



• Historical/anecdotal accounts

• Primary goal -  confirm presence

• Koala monitoring on members’ 
properties commenced 2017

– 16 properties surveyed > 1

– Property size 30-1200 acres

• Targeted scat walk survey and/or 
SAT surveys (Phillips & Callaghan, 
20111) 

– 16 targeted scat walk surveys

– 6 SAT surveys

• Koala presence established on 13 
properties

1Phillips and Callaghan 2011 Spot Assessment Technique

 

LUCI’s koala project on members’ properties 

file:///C:/Users/Administrator/Downloads/PhillipsCallaghan2011.pdf


• Second goal 

– assess habitat condition

– provide landholders with 
feedback

– inform LUCI’s conservation 
action

• Using KHRPP Manual

• Same 16 properties

• 6 of 16 properties surveyed

• Questions 

– utility of information to LUCI 
and landholder

– generalizability of bioregional 
benchmarks

LUCI’s koala project on members’ properties 



Bioregional vs finer scale attributes of KUA

Questions re generalisability of bioregional benchmarks at finer scales… (ANU 
report 2021 A review of koala habitat assessment criteria and methods)



Localised Koala Habitat Assessment Tool (LKHAT)

Criteria for LKHAT…
• Based on grounded knowledge on 

known koala use areas (n=16) 
• Utility in land management at the 

property scale
• Inform LUCI’s conservation planning at 

the landscape scale

LKHAT is…
• Applied on 25m radius circle plot 

– emphasis on presence and 
recruitment of 7 tree species

– height and condition of canopy
– type and extent of non-native 

vegetation
• Includes a modified SPOT survey – 30 

trees yes/no scat and species record

Two trial runs with aim for a pilot project



Next steps for LUCI’s koala project…

Monitor
• Extend presence database in corridor

• Trial the utility of the LKHAT with landholders

• Invite other parties to investigate questions around koala 
population and population viability in our landscape

Conserve
• Assist with management of weeds, weeds, weeds

• Seek expert input into koala conservation action planning

Educate
• Promote attributes of local koala use areas with land managers 

and relevant agencies

• Promote importance of registering observations



Thank you
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