
 

 

 

Quarterly Update No 29 … July 2022 

Late winter greetings to all and I hope you 

enjoy reading about our activities and 

landscape. 

The future State of the 

Environment needs private 

landholders 

The release of the national State of the 

Environment Report  confirms what many of 

us have been hearing with each passing year, 

that is, biodiversity is declining while the 

number of pressures on biodiversity 

increase in intensity and the number of 

species and ecological communities under 

threat increases.  In response to the 

Report, the federal government is promising 

sweeping environmental legislation reform, 

protection of 30% of Australia’s land by 

2030 and a proposal for a new independent 

environment protection agency.1   

Of interest to LUCI is how governments at 

all levels engage with private landholders 

who are playing their part, individually and 

as a collective, in threatened species and 

ecosystem recovery on their properties.  

LUCI landholders are constantly learning 

about the native habitats on their land and 

the species they support and invest their 

time and resources in trying to improve the 

condition and extent of those habitats.   

Support in this massive undertaking is not 

always at hand and, as landholders age, the 

conservation task becomes more challenging.   

Our challenge as an association is to look for 

avenues of support and recognition for 

member landholders who are in the 

 
1 https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/  

‘business’ of biodiversity management, which 

is as legitimate an endeavour as other land-

based businesses which attempt to be 

‘environmentally friendly’.    

How amazing it would be if associations of 

biodiversity land managers (such as LUCI) 

could look for support to a program like that 

available to agriculture land managers, the 

federal Agriculture Stewardship Package.   

The program to “promote biodiversity” was 

funded at $34 million from 2018–19, with an 

additional $32.1 million provided in 2021–22.  

Quite apart from what has been achieved 

through that package, what could a similar, 

long-term investment targeting committed 

biodiversity land managers in a recognised 

high ecological value landscape achieve for 

the country’s biodiversity report card?   

Our landscape sits in an amazing ecotonal 

region featuring many flora and fauna 

species at either the most eastern or 

western extent of their geographical 

distribution.   The habitats of our hilltops, 

escarpments and valleys may offer potential 

for range shifting for species adapting to 

changing climate conditions.2  A landscape 

already rich in biodiversity with potential 

for macro- and micro-refugia and 

committed biodiversity land managers is 

surely an investment opportunity for 

achieving biodiversity outcomes.   

2 

https://www.nccarf.jcu.edu.au/terrestrialbiodiversity/

documents/information_sheet_4_refugia.pdf  

https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://www.nccarf.jcu.edu.au/terrestrialbiodiversity/documents/information_sheet_4_refugia.pdf
https://www.nccarf.jcu.edu.au/terrestrialbiodiversity/documents/information_sheet_4_refugia.pdf
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Continuing our members’ stories… 
“What conservation means to me” by 

Frances Wright 

I was lucky enough to 

spend the first 8 years of 

my life growing up on a 

30ha bush property at 

Preston on the edge of 

the escarpment near 

Toowoomba. I remember 

spending a lot of time 

birdwatching, looking for orchids and other 

wildlife especially with my father. 

While me moved away to Brisbane, we kept 

the block for the occasional weekend visit. 

Without realising it, this time spent at 

Preston set in motion my direction in life. I 

went on to study geography and 

environmental management at university and 

I am now lucky to work in private land 

conservation in NSW. I am also a bird nerd 

and get excited when I come across a new 

species or a species I haven’t seen for 

years.   

Over 35 years later, I am privileged to now 

take over the property from my father. It 

is my happy space.  It is my place to 

recharge.  My goal is to improve the 

ecological condition of the property and 

secure its long-term protection. Like many 

bush properties in our region, I am battling 

the ever-expanding lantana and green panic 

infestations (plus fireweed this year), 

numerous feral animal species, eucalypt die 

back and impacts from severe overgrazing 

from agistment cattle through the last 

drought and the never-ending risk from a 

potential severe bushfire. Plus, I am one of 

those absentee landholders.  

I am interested in learning about the 

biodiversity that occurs there, and the 

recent installation of nest boxes and a 

couple of fauna monitoring cameras has also 

got my two kids excited to see what we 

have too.  

With the release of the National State of 

the Environment Report this week and the 

shocking information contained in the 

report regarding our biodiversity, I am 

hoping that my conservation actions will 

contribute a little to protecting, 

maintaining, and enhancing the biodiversity 

in our region. 

 
Planting Glossy Black Cockatoo habitat at Preston.  

Photo Frances Wright.   

Autumn Special Interest walk…an 

example of a well-managed 

biodiverse property 

Twenty-two LUCI members and friends 

were treated to a walk led by Martin 

Bennett through a LUCI member’s property 

in the Stockyard area.  We were also 

fortunate to have SEQ Land for Wildlife 

Coordinator Deb Metters join the walk and 

provide bird identification and a bird count 

on the day. The 230acre property is an 

example of a very well managed property 

that combines a small-scale cattle herd with 

extensive intact and good condition native 

vegetation, ecosystems, and habitat 

resources.  The property features 

vegetation communities containing native 

grass areas, eucalypt open forest and 

eucalypt woodland with a diverse array of 

understorey flora.    

We thank Ken for his hospitality and sharing 

his love and knowledge of his land.   
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Martin Bennett leads a group of flora and native 

habitat enthusiasts on LUCI’s Autumn walk.   

Martin’s summary… 

Highlights included the following:  Corymbia 

clarksoniana (Clarkson’s Bloodwood) 

uncommon in the western areas of the 

Lockyer; Acacia hispidula (Hairy Wattle), a 

shrub with hispid (short white stiff hairs) 

stems and leaves, white globular flowers 

followed by thick oval seed pods;  

Acacia ulicifolia (Prickly Moses), a small 1m 

shrub with pointed phyllodes, white globular 

flowers followed by twisted pods;  

Pomaderris lanigera (Woolly Pomaderris), a 

shrub related to the Soap tree, is brown 

and hairy under the leaves, has brown hairy 

flower buds with white /cream flowers; and  

Olearia neanstii (Daisy Bush), a 1.2m bush 

with yellow/white daisy flowers. 

Deborah’s summary… 

The birds on Ken’s property were diverse 

and abundant. The flowering ironbarks 

attracting autumn birds such as Scarlet 

Honeyeaters, White-throated Honeyeaters 

and Spotted Pardalotes. It is likely that 

most of these birds were on migration from 

southern states or higher altitude areas and 

were heading north or down towards the 

lowlands for the winter.  

Several flocks of Silvereye flew over 

totalling at least 60 in number. Silvereye 

are tiny birds, only 15cm in size, but they 

undertake remarkable annual migrations 

from Tasmania and Victoria up to south-east 

Queensland. You can tell the southern 

Silvereyes by the amount of rufous 

colouring that they have on their flanks. 

Our local summertime Silvereye do not have 

rufous flanks, but the Tasmanian and 

Victorian birds do.  

 

 

 
Top Clarkson’s Blookwood or Grey Bloodwood (Corymbia 

clarksoniana), middle Acacia ulicifolia (Prickly Moses), 

bottom Pomaderris lanigera (Woolly Pomaderris).  

Photos Martin Bennett.   

One highlight was a Peregrine Falcon calling 

and flying close to the cliff face – probably 

warning us away from its home or nest. The 

ridgeline was heavily dotted with fresh 

platelets – circular scrapings in the leaf 

litter probably made by Painted Button-

quails as they scratch for food.  

Unfortunately, no quails were spotted. We 

also heard the songs of important woodland 

birds that are, in general, declining in 

eastern Australia, such as Weebill and Buff-

rumped Thornills.  
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A Peregrine Falcon.  Photo Deborah Metters.   

Overall, the birds indicated abundant nectar 

and lerp in the eucalypt canopy and good 

invertebrates on the ground and 

understorey vegetation. White-throated 

Treecreepers, rosellas and lorikeets will 

surely use the hollows in some of the older 

trees to breed come springtime.  

Checking out SEVT to the south 

A few LUCI members joined an organised 

tour of three different Semi-evergreen 

vine thicket (SEVT) sites in the Warwick, 

Swanfels and Killarney areas.  The outing 

was organised by Tanya Jobling, Coordinator 

of Condamine Headwaters Landcare Group, 

with our own Martin Bennett leading the 

walk and sharing his extensive flora 

knowledge.  Among the group were several 

local volunteers who weed in a Warwick 

reserve, which was the first site visited.   

While there were numerous highlights 

across the sites, I asked Martin to mention 

a few.   Here is Martin’s summary… 

“The first site we visited was Everest Road 

Park, with a Eucalyptus crebra, Narrow 

leaved ironbark canopy, with a Semi 

evergreen Vine thicket mid to shrub layer.  

Highlights included Acacia leucoclada subsp. 

argentifolia, Northern Silver Wattle, and 

the uncommon Ozothamnus cassinioides, 

Everlasting Sago Bush. 

 

 
Top Acacia argentifolia, Northern Silver Wattle, 

bottom Ozothamnus cassinioides, Everlasting Sago 

Bush.  Photos Martin Bennett.  

The second site at Swanfels, was a wetter 

Rainforest type with Hoop pine, and 

featured highlights such as Clematis 

fawcettii, Stream clematis, a threatened 

species, and the very uncommon Sambucus 

gaudichaudiana, White elderberry.  The 

third site was on a private property at 

Killarney and contained a wetter SEVT area 

in good condition with Alectryon pubescens, 

Hairy Boonaree.” 

It was great to meet Tanya and landcare 

volunteers and landholders caring for SEVT 

areas in the Southern Downs Region.   

Certainly, we will continue the association 

and learn from each other about native 

vegetation, ecosystems, and SEVT 

management practices.    
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Top Clematis fawcettii, Stream Clematis, bottom 

Sambucus gaudichaudiana, White Elderberry.  Photos 

Martin Bennett.   

Property Planning group meeting 

The June meeting of the group was hosted 

by Jim and Jill Scanlan at their 523acre 

Rockmount property.  Jim and Jill talked of 

the history of family connection to the area 

and their 10year journey since owning the 

property, which features eucalypt open 

forests and woodland areas and Semi-

evergreen vine thicket areas (SEVT).  The 

property also borders Ma Ma Creek.   

Among the challenges faced by the couple in 

their time on the property is the array of 

weeds including lantana, green panic and 

other exotic grasses, privet, Madeira vine 

and Salvia.  The early years saw the 

Scanlans attempt to reduce the lantana load 

on the property through both fire regimes 

and herbicide treatment and a recent 

project aimed at reducing the Madeira in 

the SEVT area met with limited success.  

The work to control all these weeds 

continues.   Mechanical removal of lantana is 

achieving modest success.  The progressive 

work to make/maintain access tracks on the 

property is essential for undertaking weed 

work but also to walk over and enjoy the 

property.       

The couple have prioritised their 

management tasks by considering the 

property in the context of its topography 

and the flora and fauna that have been 

recorded on the property (e.g. Koala, bird 

diversity including the Glossy Black 

Cockatoo).   Their management priorities 

are targeted weed removal, reduction of 

erosion and feral animal detection/control.   

Jim and Jill said they see themselves as 

custodians of the land and acknowledged 

the support they have received from their 

LUCI and Land for Wildlife memberships 

and from LVRC including environment 

officers Martin and Chris.   

 
Jim and Jill Scanlan show members of the Property 

Planning Group through one of their SEVT patches.   

Following their presentation, Jim and Jill 

led the group on a walk through some of the 

SEVT patches on their property.  As part of 

LUCI’s fauna monitoring program, a remote 

wildlife camera was installed to detect any 

fauna (native or pest animal) that might be 

present.   
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Chris Hoffmann (LVRC), Mark Kidd and Jill Scanlan 

instal a wildlife camera.    

Lockyer Uplands Bird Survey 

Project 

Landholders who have participated since 

2020 in LUCI’s Bird Survey Project 

attended a workshop on 16th July to discuss 

the findings of the surveys to date and the 

way forward with the project.  The 

workshop was faclitated by project lead and 

LUCI member, ornithologist Roger Jaensch, 

and was attended by experts in bird 

identification and/or bird ecology Andrea 

Fullagar (BirdLife Australia), Mick Atzeni 

(Toowoomba Bird Observers), Dr Guy 

Castley (Griffith University), Dr April 

Reside (UQ Gatton) and Liz Gould (Healthy 

Land & Water).    

The general aim of landholders to “keep the 

birds here” underpinned the day’s 

discussions, which canvassed: the issues 

raised by the project; threats to bird 

diversity in our landscape; the need for 

long-term surveying to understand the 

movement of birds and their response to 

changes in the landscape; the need to 

include more properties in the project to 

really understand bird presence, abundance 

and use of the landscape; potential 

collaborations and priority actions.      

Workshop outputs have been collated into a 

Conservation Action Plan (CAP).  The vision 

is to see a more region-wide collaboration in 

bird conservation that brings together 

various streams of bird-related actions to 

“keep the birds here” including: ongoing 

monitoring of species; habitat improvement 

and extension activities; community 

education on bird species, habitats and 

conservation; and research projects on bird 

ecology.  Once finalised, the CAP will be 

distributed to all LUCI members and other 

groups involved in bird action in our region 

with the aim of engaging more properties 

and more collaborators in the project.  The 

CAP will also serve as a communication and 

advocacy tool for the work undertaken.   

 
Roger Jaensch facilitating landholders and bird 

‘experts’ discussions at the Lockyer Uplands Bird 

Survey Workshop.     
   

A PLEA…in this one past week, two live Barn 

Owls had to be extricated from impalement 

on barbwire fences at different locations.  

It is a very distressing experience to 

perform such a rescue and quickly get the 

bird to medical services.   These cases are, 

sadly, very common and I’m told it is nearly 

always the top strand of wire that is 

involved.  When repairing old fences or 

installing new ones, please, please consider 

plain wire on, at the least, the top strand.  

Stock will not escape because of plain wire 

contrary to rural folklore.    

 

Grant support for LUCI projects 

Two of LUCI’s existing projects, the 

Lockyer Uplands Bird Survey Project, and 

the Native Grasses of the Lockyer Project, 

received funding in the last round of the 

Lockyer Valley Regional Council’s Community 

Environment Grants Program.  Thanks to 

this funding, LUCI has been able to hold the 

Bird Survey Workshop with Roger Jaensch 

for landholders who have participated in the 
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project to date (see previous page) and pay 

for the printing of an extra 50 copies of our 

Native Grasses Booklet and 20 copies of our 

Native Pasture Grasses Poster.   These 

products will be available at LUCI events or 

by arrangement via LUCI  

LUCI was also successful in the recent 

Community Sustainability Action Grants 

Round Six: Conservation – Community 

Engagement on Queensland’s National Parks 

and State Forests.  We are very grateful 

for the state government’s support for the 

implementation of a weed action plan for 

Dwyers Scrub Conservation Park, including 

weed mapping and weed control work with 

follow up monitoring.   The grant will provide 

our Friends of Dwyers Scrub project with a 

significant boost to our volunteer efforts in 

the park.  The project funding runs through 

to 2025.   

Support from Great Eastern Ranges and the 

International Fund for Animal Welfare will 

see LUCI pilot a disaster recovery 

monitoring app developed by Griffith 

University as part of the Ecological Health 

Check and Recovery Strategy for the Upper 

Lockyer Catchment.    LUCI will engage with 

two landholder groups in the Lockyer Valley 

to test and streamline the app functions and 

applications and assist in the development 

of a citizen science app information sheet.   

The app allows landholders to monitor and 

evaluate a range of flood-related factors, 

such as emergence of weeds, landslips, 

riparian condition, presence of debris to 

name a few.   The project will run to March 

2023.    

LUCI is grateful to these agencies for their 

funding support which is an 

acknowledgement of our association’s 

capabilities and record in successfully 

completing projects.    

 

Preppers be aware…Glycine is 

coming …by John Hopwood 

This small hillside, pictured, near Ma Ma 

Creek at Fordsdale is totally covered with 

Glycine (Neonontia wightii). It has totally 

occluded the existing vegetation, which in 

this case was mostly Green panic and 

lantana. It has covered the smaller wattle 

trees and will climb voraciously over taller 

trees like that of our dear old friend, 

Madeira. This smothering occurred over 

just a few weeks after the big rains and the 

end of summer. 

 
Glycine invasion covering a small hill, Fordsdale.  Photo 

John Hopwood.   

It can easily be mistaken for Madeira (see 

comparison photo #2) but this species can 

infest extensive areas of open land and 

rainforest margins where it smothers 

grasses and other understory vegetation. It 

reduces the amount of light reaching these 

plants, eventually killing them and prevents 

the regeneration of native species. Its 

growth is most prolific in tropical and sub-

tropical climates where the annual rainfall is 

between 750-1500mm.  

 
Easy to mistake the Glycine leaf for that of Madeira.  

Photo by John Hopwood.   

 

Glycine is currently of most concern in SE 

Qld and during a recent survey it was 

ranked among the top 20 most invasive 

environmental weeds in this region.  It is on 

the weed list for Brisbane City Council and 

most coastal regional councils from the Gold 

Coast to Maroochy Shire.  It is yet to be 

listed by Lockyer Valley Regional Council.  It 

mailto:info@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
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is considered to be a serious threat to 

ecological integrity in the conservation 

areas around Springbrook in the Gold Coast 

hinterland.    

So, you can see we 

are facing yet 

another insidious 

threat to our 

beloved 

environment.  

The good news is 

that it can be 

controlled using 

herbicides (if you 

can afford them) 

by both the cut 

stump method and 

by foliar spray.   

For more detailed information pls visit: 

https:/weeds. Brisbane.qld.au/weeds/glycine    

See you in the underground bunker. John  

Interested in helping with weed alert… 

If you’d like to be involved in a community-

based weed alert system in Queensland then 

you can register with the Queensland 

Herbarium’s Weed Spotters Network and 

access some very useful online resources 

such as the Weed Spotters Network 

Queensland online course and Queensland 

invasive plants map tool    

For a list of weeds of concern, see 

Prohibited, restricted and other invasive 

plants_Queensland  

 

Please be a responsible cat owner and 

spread the word to other cat owners that 

cat predation (by domestic as well as feral) 

is one of the many threats to our native 

birds and reptiles… The Conversation_one-

cat-a-killing-machine 

Important numbers 

Wildlife carers Kath and Steph 0410 334 

661 (available 24/7) 

Bat Rescue and Conservation Qld Inc  

0488 228 134 

Paul Keating helps us learn bird 

calls…by Deborah Metters 

Learning one or two bird calls can be a 

relatively easy way to get an insight into the 

health and seasonality of our forests. Birds 

can tell us when trees are flowering or 

fruiting. They give away the location of 

foods such as nectar high up in eucalypt 

trees to land snails on the forest floor. For 

this article, I am focussing on one type of 

food - lerp.  

Lerp is probably not the first word that 

springs to mind when thinking about a 

feeding resource for birds, but arguably, it 

is the single most important food source for 

some forest dwelling birds that live in the 

Lockyer.  

Firstly, let me introduce lerp. It is a sugary 

exudate that is excreted by a tiny, aphid-

like insect called a psyllid. Most lerp are 

about the size of a sequin, about 5mm wide. 

They are white in colour, cone-shaped like a 

limpet and feel soft. Lerp is basically a little 

tent that psyllids make to protect 

themselves from the sun, drying winds, and 

predators.  

 
Lerp are like tiny cones of fairy floss.  Photo by 

Deborah Metters.   

Psyllids are tiny insects only 1-3mm in size. 

They are sap-suckers and, as the name 

suggests, feed on the sap of eucalypt trees. 

They are after the proteins in the sap, so 

the excess sugar that they eat is excreted 

and made into shelters called lerp.  

There are hundreds of species of psyllid in 

Australia. Most psyllid species have host 

specificity meaning that they only feed on 

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/plants/herbarium/weeds/weed-spotters
https://360.articulate.com/review/content/f4938129-401c-4f1f-aeba-b890f872f6ba/review
https://360.articulate.com/review/content/f4938129-401c-4f1f-aeba-b890f872f6ba/review
https://qgsp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=f836f313f7e2477480ec69a851378872
https://qgsp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=f836f313f7e2477480ec69a851378872
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants
https://theconversation.com/one-cat-one-year-110-native-animals-lock-up-your-pet-its-a-killing-machine-138412
https://theconversation.com/one-cat-one-year-110-native-animals-lock-up-your-pet-its-a-killing-machine-138412
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one tree species, however, one tree can be 

the host to several psyllid species. In 

general, psyllids and their lerp tents can be 

found year-round, but there are times of 

the year where lerps appear in huge 

quantities. At my place in Goodna, lerps fall 

from the Gum-topped Box (Eucalyptus 

moluccana) trees in autumn and cover my 

footpath and car.  

Birds are not the only ones that value 

sugary lerp. Other wildlife eat it, as do 

humans. It is sweet and dissolves like fairy 

floss when eaten. I scoop up a handful of 

lerp and eat them whenever I can. I have 

driven my car, with lerp trapped in the 

front window vents, to have honeyeaters 

and butcherbirds land on my car at my 

destination and pick off the lerp; while I 

was still sitting in my car. That is how much 

birds value this substance. Of course, First 

Nations people and early European settlers 

diligently harvested lerp as well.  

So back to bird calls. The two calls that I 

encourage people to learn are that of the 

Striated and Spotted Pardalotes. Pardalotes 

are lerp specialists. Their small wedge-like 

beaks are perfect for scraping lerp off 

leaves. Pardalotes are one of our smallest 

birds reaching only 10cm in size, which 

makes them difficult to see when they are 

feeding high in eucalypts. That is why 

learning their call is such as game changer. 

Suddenly you will be hearing pardalotes 

everywhere and you will quickly gauge that 

Spotted Pardalotes are more common in 

winter, whereas Striated Pardalotes can be 

heard in all seasons. 

I learnt the Spotted Pardalote call as a 

three-note ascending “Paul Kea-ting” or 

sometimes a two-note “Kea-ting” or 

sometimes just a “ting”, similar to the bell-

like Bell Miner “ding”. A forest of Spotted 

Pardalotes in winter can sound like an 

orchestra of musicians playing muted 

triangles. It is a delightful, hushed chorus 

of bell-like chimes. Listen to the Spotted 

Pardalote here.  

 
Spotted Pardalotes are common in winter in the 

Lockyer.  Photo Deborah Metters.    

The Striated Pardalote call is also a three-

note “dee-de-dee” all on the same note, or 

sometimes a two-note “dee-de”. Once you 

learn this somewhat monotonous call, you 

will hear Striated Pardalotes everywhere. 

Listen to the Striated Pardalote here. 

Striated Pardalotes nest in earthen banks or small 

hollows. Photo Deborah Metters. 

In addition to pardalotes, a whole range of 

Australian birds feed on lerp including 

honeyeaters, thornbills, whistlers, 

silvereyes, fantails, currawongs and 

woodswallows. One honeyeater that 

notoriously harvests lerp is the Bell Miner. 

Unlike pardalotes, the Bell Miner eats the 

lerp, but leaves the psyllid behind. 

Understandably, the psyllid quickly sets 

about to suck more sap to replace its tent. 

Combined with the communal aggressiveness 

of Bell Miners that shoo away any 

pardalotes or other small birds that would 

eat the psyllid, Bell Miners are, in effect, 

farming lerp. Over time, this farming can 

deplete the trees and cause Bell Miner 

https://ebird.org/species/spopar1?siteLanguage=en_AU
https://ebird.org/species/strpar1
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associated dieback (BMAD) that is a major 

problem in some eastern Australian forests.  

By scraping away lerp and their psyllid 

makers, pardalotes help keep eucalypt trees 

healthy and in-turn help our forest 

ecosystems. By learning one or two bird 

calls, you will know when the sap is flowing, 

the insects are feeding and the birds have 

made their way north for the, supposedly, 

warm Queensland winter.  

Gliders and trees that bleed…by 

Martin Bennett 

Have you ever observed a tree that bleeds 

its sap from the trunk? Some species of 

trees do this when under stress, 

particularly during droughts.  Often, the 

drying out of the moisture within the tree’s 

trunk can cause large open vertical splits 

while with some trees these splits occur 

cyclically with the wounds healing and then 

splitting again the next year as with, for 

example, Croton insularis, Silver croton, and 

Baloghia inophylla, Scrub bloodwood.  

Other trees bleed sap and are the host to 

certain mammals that feed on the sap.   For 

example, trees that provide sources of food 

for Gliders include Gum-topped box (E. 

moluccana), blue gum (E. tereticornis) and 

spotted gum (Corymbia citriodora), Red 

stringybark Eucalyptus resinifera, Broad-

leaved Apple (Angophora subvelutina), 

Large-leaved Spotted Gum (Corymbia 

henryi), Pink Bloodwood (C. intermedia), 

Blackbutt (E. pilularis), Grey Gum (E. 

propinqua), Grey Gum (E. major), Sydney 

Blue Gum (E. saligna), Thin-leaved 

Stringybark (E. eugenioides), Flooded Gum,  

(E. grandis) Brush Box (Lophostemon 

confertus), Silvertop Stringybark (E. 

laevopinea) as well as some Acacia spp. that 

produce manna gum.  

Feather tail glider, Acrobates pygmaeus, is 

a small 15cm long glider with a feather like 

tail that helps it steer when gliding. Feather 

tails eat nectar, manna, and arthropods, the 

manna is a sweet, edible gum produced by 

certain Eucalypts. 

The Yellow-bellied Glider, Petaurus 

australis, 800mm in length, feeds 

sporadically but extensively on eucalypt sap. 

Gliders extract sap by making incisions into 

the bark with their procumbent lower 

incisor teeth and licking the resulting 

exudate. They will consume plant and insect 

exudate, sap, nectar, honey dew, manna gum, 

and arthropods.  

Sugar glider, Petaurus breviceps, 41cm in 

length, eats arboreal arthropods, nectar, 

pollen, and manna gum. 

Squirrel glider, Petaurus norfolcensis, 54cm 

in length, feeds on arboreal arthropods, 

nectar, pollen, manna gum, sap, nestlings and 

eggs. 

 
Squirrel glider, Petaurus norfolcensis.  Photo Paul 

Revie. 

Greater glider, Peteroides volans, the 

largest of our Gliders in the Lockyer Valley, 

over 1 metre in length, can be black, white, 

or grey to brown in colour. Greater gliders 

unlike their cousins do not appear to 

consume sap or manna, they subsist almost 

entirely on the young leaves and flower buds 

of a select range of eucalypt species. 
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When three claws are enough. 

Three-clawed Worm-skinks in our 

Eucalypt forest… by Penny Kidd 

Taking advantage of recent fine cool 

weather, we demolitioned an old shed on our 

property. This involved pulling up pavers 

that had been laid on the ground 30 odd 

years ago, to recycle for use elsewhere.   As 

we lifted up the pavers, in the builder’s sand 

we spotted two interesting animals that 

were immediately burrowing into the sand to 

make a speedy escape. Were they legless 

lizards? Were they centipedes with no legs? 

Perhaps newly hatched baby snakes?  

We briefly detained them to take a photo 

while at the same time fending off the 

ever-watchful Butcher Birds who were 

swooping on other invertebrates we 

disturbed around the demo site. It was back 

to the house to look up our field guide for 

identification, but we were still perplexed.  

We also referred to the other reptile guide, 

known as Martin Bennett, Environment 

Officer, Lockyer Valley Regional Council.  

Martin confirmed they were juvenile Three-

Clawed Worm-skinks, Anomalopus 

verreauxii.  It’s also known as Verreaux‘s 

Skink named after the French naturalist 

Jules Pierre Verreaux (1807 - 1873), who 

travelled to Australia in 1842.  I was 

surprised they were a skink, as I think of 

skinks as those skinny little lizards 

skitterring around leaf litter or on logs. I 

had never heard of a Worm-skink.   

They have a beautiful glossy black, pattern-

less body with seemingly no legs. However, 

they are actually limbed with three claws, 

each with three stubby fingers. Their 4th 

hindlimb or “claw” is reduced to a stump or 

spur - ergo three claws. Have a close look at 

my photo for the first forelimb or claw. 

I say, who needs a fourth claw, when you 

can burrow and wriggle away that fast with 

just three!  

The juveniles, our guys, had a prominent 

yellow-orange bar across the back of their 

head with black bodies – making them 

appear a little dangerous similar to a 

venomous collared snake, when really they’re 

young helpless, non-venomous little 

burrowers. The biological term for this 

attempt at self-protection is Batesian 

mimicry but it’s not known how effective 

this survival strategy is. However, it worked 

well enough to make me initially wary.  

 
The burrowing Verreaux’s Skink and their claw-like 

limbs.  Photo Penny Kidd.   

On adults this bar fades to a paler, less 

distinct band and their overall colour also 

fades to a glossy dark grey-brown. Adults 

grow to about school ruler length (33 cm) 

with the thickness of a human finger.   

They’re one of the most common skink-

worms in SEQ, so you may have found them 

under compost heaps or loose leaf little and 

soil in your garden. Their native habitat is in 

the soils of dry sclerophyll forests which is 

exactly the setting where we found these 

fellows, in soil under two mature Eucalyptus 

crebra on a grassy flat mini-plateau.  

As soil-dwellers, they feed on invertebrates 

in the soil like worms, beetle larvae and 

other small insects, keeping prey populations 

balanced. They may sometimes surface at 

night but are otherwise found in soil.  

There are a total of 6 species of 

Anomalopus in Queensland, some with limbs, 

some limbless. The smaller limbless species, 
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like the Short-necked Worm-skink and Cape 

York Worm-skink, both occur in north 

Queensland. Our guys, the Three-Clawed 

Work-skink not only occur in SEQ, but also 

north to Proserpine and south to Northern 

NSW.  

In evolutionary terms, 62 million years ago 

some skinks in south east Asia mostly “lost” 

their forelimbs using the hindlimbs to help 

push them through the soil. But the three 

species of Anomalopus in Queensland, 

evolved in a reverse way – they reduced or 

“lost” one or more hindlimbs first.  

I was unable to find out exactly why the 

Queensland species diverged like this, but 

to me it makes more sense to evolve a body 

plan where you can burrow and push through 

soil with the front of the body, as the 

Queensland species did. Nature and 

evolution decides for itself!  

Another evolutionary adaptation to living 

life in the soil is their ears are covered by 

scales. However like surface-living skinks, 

their tails can be discarded and regrow. So 

it seems, they were unwilling to lose this 

particularly effective evolutionary 

advantage.   Have a quick read of Steve 

Wilson’s Queensland Museum factsheet – 

it’s amazing.  

When we drive past the old shed site, I like 

to think of these uniquely evolved creatures 

burrowing away with their three tiny claw-

fingers and wriggly glossy bodies, unseen, 

but playing their part as underground fauna 

in our Eucalypt forest communities.  

 

References 

Wilson, S., 2005. A Field Guide to Reptiles 

of Queensland, New Holland Publishers, 

Chatswood, NSW. Second Edition, p94 

Queensland Museum Learning Factsheet : 

Verreaux’s Skink (author : Steve K. Wilson) 

https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/~/media/Docume

nts/Learning+resources/QM/Resources/Fac

t+Sheets/fact-sheet-verreaux-skink.pdf 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Saturday 27th August, LUCI Winter 

Walk, to explore a section in the 

Helidon Hills area we didn’t see last 

visit there.  Martin Bennett, our guide, 

has already given me a long list of the 

amazingly diverse flora that we can 

expect to see there.  Meeting time will 

be 8:15am at the park next to the 

Helidon Hills Post Office.   Please book 

via LUCI as numbers will be limited.   

 

 Friends of Dwyers Scrub Project, 

Friday 5th August from 8:00-

11:00am. Many hands will help defeat 

canopy killers, Cats Claw and Madeira 

vines, in the endangered Semi-

evergreen vine thicket areas of the 

conservation park.  Weeding session 

concludes with brunch.  Volunteers and 

enquiries welcome, contact LUCI  

 

 Saturday, 3rd September, 

Biodiversity Property Management 

get together, 9:30am-12:30pm.  

Join our next get together with hosts 

Peter and Elspeth Darvall at their 

Mount Whitestone property when we 

will focus on property management and 

climate change and climate refugia 

issues with guest speaker Dr April 

Reside (UQ Gatton).   Don’t forget 

your walking shoes and hat and bring 

morning tea to share. For further 

information contact Penny Kidd by 

email  

 

 Saturday 10th September, LUCI 

National Threatened Species Day 

stall at Ma Ma Creek Community 

Market.  Come and have a chat or 

help spread the conservation message 

and bring the young ones for the  

children’s activities.  Contact LUCI for 

more information. 

   

https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/~/media/Documents/Learning+resources/QM/Resources/Fact+Sheets/fact-sheet-verreaux-skink.pdf
https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/~/media/Documents/Learning+resources/QM/Resources/Fact+Sheets/fact-sheet-verreaux-skink.pdf
https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/~/media/Documents/Learning+resources/QM/Resources/Fact+Sheets/fact-sheet-verreaux-skink.pdf
mailto:info@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
mailto:info@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
mailto:treasurer@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
mailto:treasurer@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
mailto:info@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au
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Eucalyptus racemosa and the 

scribbles by Martin Bennett 

A team of CSIRO researchers discovered a 

previously unknown insect-plant interaction 

between the scribbly gum moths and their 

eucalypt host.  The process from the larvae 

stage involving complex tunnelling operations 

and the formation of scar tissue in the 

bark, through caterpillar stage when corky 

scar tissue provides nutritious food to 

pupation stage and the end of tunnelling and 

eating bark, is recorded indelibly in 

scribbles exposed by shedding bark.    

For an in depth account of ‘scribbling’ see 

Scibbly gum moths_csiropedia.csiro.au   

   

 
Scribbly gum scribbles.  Photo Marianne Horak. Source: 

csiropedia.csiro.au   

Of interest… 

Don’t miss the Great Eastern Ranges 

Connecting People, Connecting Nature 

Conference  on 18th-19th October at the 

Queensland Multicultural Centre in 

Brisbane.  A great line up of speakers, 

national and international, on connectivity 

conservation knowledge, tools, and lessons.  

Your last chance to get an early bird 

discount before 31st July.   

For those avid photographers out there, the 

Gomaren and Doctors Creek Catchment 

Landcare Group 2022 Photography 

Competition is on with a range of entry 

categories and prizes.  Entries open until 4th 

October 2022.   For more information go to 

https://gdcclg.wixsite.com/group/2022-

photo-competition  

Captured on video in the Lockyer, an 

Australian Water Rat, Rakali Hydromys 

chrysogaster, which, with the Platypus, are 

the only two Australian mammals living in 

fresh water.  Burrowing into creek banks, 

the Water Rat feeds on crustaceans, 

aquatic insects and fish and is more active 

around sunset.  It has a body length up to 

40cm and has a striking, white-tipped tail.  

https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife/

animals/discovering-wildlife/water-rat  

 
Water Rat or Rakali Hydromys chrysogaster, 

photographed in the Forest Hill area.   Photo from 

original video by Jane Wolyncevic.   

And just for interest from another part of 

the planet entirely… wildlife camera footage 

sent by a family member in Pennsylvania 

USA captured an interesting confrontation 

at a wildlife feeding point - a Raccoon 

challenging a Button Buck for first position 

at the station - the Raccoon won!    

  
Original video footage by Russ Reeves. 

Thanks to Hugh Krenske for sending the 

following links to recent programs on 

European research showing the alarming 

crash of insect numbers ABC Foreign 

Correspondent 2019 and  

Arthropod extinction 

https://csiropedia.csiro.au/scribbly-gum-moths/#:~:text=The%20scribbly%20gum%20moth%20larvae,after%20a%20narrow%20turning%20loop
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/connecting-people-connecting-nature-conference-tickets-318657161147
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/connecting-people-connecting-nature-conference-tickets-318657161147
https://gdcclg.wixsite.com/group/2022-photo-competition
https://gdcclg.wixsite.com/group/2022-photo-competition
https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife/animals/discovering-wildlife/water-rat
https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife/animals/discovering-wildlife/water-rat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ6rL4kMSSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZ6rL4kMSSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CidaOP7PA-o
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A new group joins the conservation 

effort in the Lockyer Valley… 

Friends of Gormans Gap (FOGG) 

Inc by Barb Lindbergs, President 

FOGG was created to bring together like-

minded community members of Gormans Gap 

and surrounds. FOGG members were 

concerned about the degradation and weed 

infestation of the historic Gorman’s Gap 

Track and formed a working party to 

address the issue. Substantial amount of 

knowledge has been gained through the 

support of Lockyer Valley Regional Council 

Catchment and Environment Officers and 

LUCI and its networks. 

FOGG (auspiced by LUCI) was successful in 

gaining a Lockyer Valley Regional Council 

Community Environment Grant, to commence 

the Gormans Gap Track Weed Management 

Project. This project is taking a staged 

approach to treat, monitor, record and map 

weed infestations on the Gormans Gap 

Track, with future expansion to include RM 

Williams Reserve and National Trail 9km 

loop. 

The main weeds of concern are lantana, 

privet, green panic and prickly pear.  It is 

expected that removal of these target 

weeds will promote the recovery of the 

natural environment and improve 

biodiversity. By keeping the track open it 

will increase accessibility of the trail to 

allow ongoing management and maintain the 

wildlife corridor to improve connectivity of 

the area. FOGG noted a lack of Indigenous 

history relevant to the area and aim to 

rectify this over the coming year.  

The next working bee is being held 0730-

1130 Saturday 27 August 2022, meeting at 

the top of the track on Gormans Gap Road, 

Preston, followed by a sausage sizzle for 

volunteers. For further information on how 

to participate, contact Barbara Lindbergs on 

0408 455 465 or via president@fogg.org.au 

Project updates can be found at FOGG - 

Friends of Gormans Gap | Facebook 

 

 

 
Before and after photos from recent working bee.  

Photo Barb Lindbergs. 

Finally, LUCI member Peter Darvall has 

asked if he can submit the following 

opinion piece to “broaden discussion” … 

Revelations from the State of the 

Environment Report.  Any environmental 

group or individual would at least have a 

general knowledge of the information 

released and be unsurprised.  It is 

encouraging that a senior government 

minister (Ms Tanya Plibersek MP) has the 

environment portfolio and is doing 

something positive.  She is calling for 

continuing support from voluntary groups.  

Foreign Correspondent episode 

Insectageddon on ABC television gave a 

comprehensive coverage of the crash of 

global insect populations (see links previous 

page).  The implications are horrifying, and 

do we know what to do, if anything? 

Foot and Mouth disease.  When it doesn’t 

arrive (again) and we breathe again, the 

feral cloven-footed animal problem (goats, 

wild cattle, pigs, camels, buffaloes etc) will 

be put back in the ‘too hard box’.   

“Go the Dropbears”… Peter 5462 6841  

Stay connected, it’s healthy! 

If you do not want to be included on the email list for 

this newsletter please let us know at 

info@lockyeruplandscatchmentsinc.org.au  

 

Newsletter Editor Diane Guthrie 0413 333 681 
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