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Late winter greetings to alland | hope you
enjoy reading about our activities and
landscape.

The future State of the
Environment needs private
landholders

The release of the national State of the
Environment Report  confirms what many of
us have been hearing with each passing year,
that is, biodiversity is declining while the
number of pressures on biodiversity

increase in intensity and the number of
species and ecological communities under
threat increases. Inresponse to the

Report, the federal governme nt is promising
sweeping environmental legislation reform,
protectionof 30% of Austral.
2030 and a proposal for a new independent
environment protection agency. 1!

Of interestto LUCl is  how governments at
all levels engage with private land holders
who are playing their part, individually and

as a collective, in threatened species and
ecosystem recovery on their properties.

LUCI landholders are constantly learning
about the native h abitats on their land and
the species they support and invest their
time and resources in trying to improve the
condition and extent of those habitats.
Support in this massive undertaking is not
always at hand and, as landholders age, the
conservation task becomes more challenging.
Our challenge as an association is to look for
avenues of support and recognition for
member landholders wh o are in the

! https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/

0 b u s i of biaigedsity management, which
is as legitimate an endeavour as other land-
based businesses which attempt to be
&nvironmentally f ri endl| y & .

How amazing it would be if associations of
biodiversity land managers (such as LUCI)
could look for support to a program like that
available to agriculture land managers, the
federal Agriculture Stewardship Package
The pr og rramote biodivarsity 6was
funded at $34 million from 2018 619, with an

additional $32.1 million provided in 2021 322.

Quite apart from what has been achieved
through that package, what could a similar,
long-term investment targeting committed
biodiversity land mana gers in a recognised
high ecological value landscape achieve for

t?%n%o%rgltryos bi od? versity

Our landscape sits in an amazing ecotonal
region featuring many flora and fauna
species at either the most eastern or
western extent of their  geographical
distrib ution. The habitats of our hilltops,
escarpments and valleys may offer potential
for range shifting for species adapting to
changing climate conditions .2 A landscape
already rich in biodiversity  with potential
for macro - and micro-refugia and
committed biodiversity land managers is
surely an investment opportunity for
achieving biodiversity outcomes.

https://www.nccarf.jcu.edu.au/terrestrialbiodiversity/

documents/information _sheet 4 refugia.pdf
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oWhat conservation meanst o
Frances Wright

I was lucky enough to
spend the first 8 years of
my life growing up on a
30ha bush property at
Preston on the edge of
the escarpment near
Toowoomba. | remember

/ spending a lot of time
birdwatching, looking for orchids and other
wildlife especially with my father.

While me moved away to Brisbane, we kept
the block for the occasional weekend visit.
Without realising it, this time spent at
Preston set in motion my direction in life. |
went on to study geography and
environmental management at university and
I am now | ucky to work in private land
conservation in NSW. | am also a bird nerd
and get excited when | come across a new
species or a species
years.

Over 35 years later, | am privileged to now
take over the property from my father. It

is my happy space. Itis my place to
recharge. My goal is to improve the
ecological condition of the property and
secure its long -term protection. Like many
bush properties in our region, | am battling
the ever -expanding lantana and green panic
infestations (plu s fireweed this year),
numerous feral animal species, eucalypt die
back and impacts from severe overgrazing
from agistment cattle through the last
drought and the never -ending risk from a
potential severe bushfire. Plus, | am one of
those absentee landhold ers.

| am interested in learning about the
biodiversity that occurs there, and the

recent installation of nest boxes and a
couple of fauna monitoring cameras has also
got my two kids excited to see what we

have too.

With the release of the National State of
the Environment Report this week and the
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me mb e r ssbBockirginfermatiorecentgined in the
report regarding our biodiversity, | am

hoping that my conservation actions will
contribute a little to protecting,

maintaining, and enhancing the biodiversity
in our region .
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Photo Frances Wright.

Autumn Special Interest walké a n
example of a well - managed
biodiverse property

Twenty -two LUCI members and friends
were treated to a walk led by Martin
Bennett through a
in the Stockyard area. We were also
fortunate to have SEQ Land for Wildlife
Coordinator Deb Metters join the walk and
provide bird identifica tion and a bird count
on the day. The 230acre property is an
example of a very well managed property
that combines a small -scale cattle herd with
extensive intact and good condition native
vegetation, ecosystems, and habitat
resources. The property featur es
vegetation communities containing native
grass areas, eucalypt open forest and
eucalypt woodland with a diverse array of
understorey flora.

We thank Ken for his hospitality and sharing
his love and knowledge of his land.

LUCI

me mb e
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Our local summertime Silvereye do not have
rufous flanks, but the Tasmanian and
Victorian birds do.

Martin Bennett leads a group of flora and native
habitat enthusiasts on LUCI &8s

Martinds summaryé

Highlights include d the following: Corymbia
clarksoniana (Clarksond Bloodwood)
uncommon in the western areas of the
Lockyer; Acacia hispidula (Hairy Wattle ), a
shrub with hispid (short white stiff hairs)
stems and leaves, white globular flowers
followed by thick oval seed pods ;

Acacia ulicifolia (Prickly Moses), a small 1m
shrub with pointed phyllodes, white globular
flowers followed by twisted pods ;
Pomaderris lanigera (Woolly Pomaderris ), a
shrub related to the Soap tree, is brown
and hairy under the leaves, has brown hairy
flower buds with white /cream flo wers; and
Olearia neanstii (Daisy Bush), a 1.2m bush
with yellow/white daisy flowers

Deborah® s u mmar y é

The birds on Kends pr ?
and abundant. The flowering ironbarks

. . TopCl arksonds Blookwood or Grey Bl oo
attracting autumn birds such as Scarlet clarksoniana), middle Acacia ulicifolia (Prickly Moses),

Honeyeaters, White -throated Honeyeaters bottom Pomaderris lanigera (Woolly Pomaderris).
and Spotted Pardalotes. It is likely that Photos Martin Bennett.

most of these birds were on migration from
southern states or higher altitude areas and
were heading north or down towards the
lowlands for the winter.

Al

One highlight was a Peregrine Falcon calling
and flying close to the cliff face 0 probably
warning us away from its home or nest. The
ridgeline was heavily dotted with fresh

Several flocks of Silvereye flew over platelets 9 circular scrapings in the leaf
totalling at least 60 in number. Silvereye litter probably made by Painted Button -

are tiny birds, only 15cm in size, but they quails as they scratch for food

undertake remarkable annual migrations Unfortunately, no quails were spotted. We
from Tasmania and Victoria up to south -east also heard the songs of important woodland
Queensland. You can tell the southern birds that are, in general, declining in
Silvereyes by the amount of rufous eastern Australia, such as Weebill and Buff -
colouring that they have on their flanks. rumped Thornills.
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A Peregrine Falcon. Photo Debo rah Metters.

Overall, the birds indicated abundant nectar
and lerp in the eucalypt canopy and good
invertebrates on the ground and

understorey vegetation. White -throated
Treecreepers, rosellas and lorikeets will
surely use the hollows in some of the olde r
trees to breed come springtime.

Checking out SEVT to the south

A few LUCI members joined an organised
tour of three different Semi  -evergreen
vine thicket (SEVT) sites in the Warwick,
Swanfels and Killarney areas. The outing
was organised by Tanya Jobling, Coo rdinator
of Condamine Headwaters Landcare Group,
with our own Martin Bennett leading the
walk and sharing his extensive flora
knowledge. Among the group were several
local volunteers who weed in a Warwick
reserve , which was the first site visited.

While there were numerous highlights

across the sites, | asked Martin to mention

a few. Here is Mart.i
OThe first site we visited was Everest Road
Park, with a Eucalyptus crebra , Narrow
leaved ironbark canopy, with a Semi
evergreen Vine thicket mid to shrub layer.
Highlights included Acacia leucoclada subsp.
argentifolia , Northern Silver Wattle, and
the uncommon Ozothamnus cassinioides,
Everlasting Sago Bush.
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bottom Ozo thamnus cassinioides, Everlasting Sago
Bush. Photos Martin Bennett.

The second site at Swanfels, was a wetter
Rainforest type with Hoop pine, and
featured highlights such as  Clematis
fawcettii , Stream clematis, a threa tened
species, and the very uncommon Sambucus
gaudichaudiana, White elderberry.  The
third site was on a private property at
Killarney and contained a wetter SEVT area
in good condition with Alectryon pubescens ,
Hairy Boonaree. 0

nds summaryé

It was great to meet Tanya and landcare
volunteers and landholders caring for SEVT
areas in the Southern Downs Region .
Certainly, we will continue the association
and learn from each other about native
vegetation, ecosystems, and SEVT
management practices .
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and herbicide treatment and a recent
project aimed at reducing the Madeira in
the SEVT area met with limited success .
The work to control all these weeds
continues. Mechanical removal of lantana is
achieving modest success. The progressive
work to make/maintain access tracks on the
property is essential for undertaking weed
work but also to walk over and enjoy the
property.

The couple have prioritised their
management tasks by considering t he
property in the context of its topography
and the flora and fauna that have been
recorded on the property (e.g. Koala, bird
diversity including the Glossy Black
Cockatoo). Their management priorities
are targeted weed removal, reduction of
erosion and feral animal detection/control.

Jim and Jill said they see themselves as
custodians of the land and acknowledged
the support they have received from their
LUCI and Land for Wildlife memberships
and from LVRC including environment
officers Martin and Chris.

Top Clematis fawcettii , Stream Clematis, bottom
Sambucus gaudichaudiana White Elderberry. Photos
Martin Bennett.

Property Planning group meeting

The June meeting of the group was hosted

by Jim and Jill Scanlan at their 523acre

Rockmount property. Jim and Jill talked of

the history of family connection to the area

and their 10year journey since owning the Jim and Jill Scanlan show m embers of the Property

property, which features eucalypt open Planning Group through one of their SEVT patches.
forests and woodland areas and Semi -

evergreen vine thicket areas (SEVT). The
property also bor ders Ma Ma Creek.

Following their presentation, Jim and Jill
led the group on a walk through some of the
SEVT patches on their property. As part of

Among the challenges faced by the couple in LUCI ds fauna monitoring prog
their time on the property is the array of wildlife camera was installed to detect any

weeds including lantana, green panic and fauna (native or pest animal) that might be

other exotic grasses, privet, Madeira vine present.

and Salvia. The early years saw the
Scanlans attempt to reduce t he lantana load
on the property through both fire regimes



